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Virgin Records America 

Virgin Records began in the early 1970's as a small, independent label based in London. 
Today, Virgin Records is part of EMI Music, the third largest music company in the world. It is 
based in New York City. A wide array of artists call Virgin their recording home, including: Ben 
Harper, Blue Man Group, Gorillaz, and Janet Jackson.  Some big name stars, including Mariah 
Carey, also found their start with Virgin Records.  The growth of Virgin Records in the United 
States reflects the maverick philosophy which has characterized the entire Virgin organization 
since its humble beginning over a quarter century ago: a devotion to seeking and embracing 
artists who possess the talent, vision, and passion to create something new and impactful.  The 
Virgin Group now encompasses businesses in travel, entertainment and lifestyle as well as 
music.  Its net worth as of September 2008 was 5.01 billion. The entire Virgin Group Limited 
spans all over the world with more than 400 companies.   

Company Transitions 

Virgin Records was sold by Branson to Thorn EMI June 1992 for a reported US $1 
billion.  Following the merger, Virgin Records continued to launch several other labels such as: 
Innocent Records, Hun Records and Point Blank Records, a blues specialty label. At the same 
time, Virgin continued to sign new artists who would become well-known in the music world.  In 
2007, Virgin Records merged with Capitol Records after a enormous rebuilding of EMI Music.  
Jason Flom, former CEO of Virgin Records took over as Chairman and CEO the reconstructed 
EMI Music. 

- more    - 

http://www.virginrecords.com/
mailto:aesmit03@syr.edu


 

 

Backgrounder, Page 2 

Autism Speaks 

Autism Speaks was founded in February 2005 by Bob and Suzanne Wright, who have a 
grandchild with autism.  Autism Speaks is the now country’s largest science and advocacy 
organization dedicated to research on the causes, prevention and treatment of autism. It is their 
mission to fun global biomedical research into the causes and treatment of autism.  Autism 
Speaks is lobbying for insurance and increased federal spending.  Most families who’ve received 
an Autism diagnosis are denied coverage.  About 21 states have enacted autism insurance laws 
since Autism Speaks’ beginning.  Twenty-three more have pending legislation.  The organization 
would also like to see families get the services they need most. They started the “Decade for 
Autism” in hopes that international leaders and stakeholders will raise a collective $100 million 
dollars in their countries.   

About Autism 

Autism is the fastest-growing developmental disorder in the nation. Autism is a 
“spectrum disorder” meaning that there are different levels ranging from mild to severe.   It 
affects 1 in 110 American children; 1 in 70 boys.  This year, more children will be diagnosed 
with autism than with AIDS, diabetes and pediatric cancer combined.  Autism receives less than 
5% of the research funding of many less prevalent childhood diseases, yet it costs the nation over 
$35 billion per year. 

“Keys to Autism” Battle of the Bands Competition 

Virgin Records America is teaming up with Autism Speaks to host a “Battle of the 
Bands” Competition that will take place throughout the month of April.   The competition will 
feature young musicians with autism who have been selected to participate with popular music 
groups such as The Red Jumpsuit Apparatus.  Children with autism, their families, and 
community members would all be invited to attend the “band competition” concerts by 
purchasing tickets for the event.  The bands will tour to several major cities throughout the U.S. 
Beginning the first week of Autism Awareness Month; the tour will kick off in New York City 
where Autism Speaks is headquartered. It would then continue to Boston, Chicago, and San 
Fransisco.   

Guest speakers would include Temple Grandin who recently garnered media attention 
from a documentary of her life with autism. The goal of this concert is to show community 
members that children with autism can become active and valuable members through many 
talents including music and the arts.  The proceeds from ticket sales and sponsorship will go to 
Autism Speaks to help fund research and advocacy programs for children with autism and their 
families. 
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Get Involved with “Keys for a Cure” 

There are several ways in which community members and businesses can get involved in 
the “Keys to Autism” event.  For anyone who wishes to attend, they may purchase tickets online 
by going to the Virgin Records America website or Ticketmaster.com. Priority seating will go to 
children with autism and their families who pre-registered online to participate in the “Battle of 
the Bands.”  Autism Speaks will also be selling event merchandise on their organization’s 
webpage.  All proceeds go to Autism Speaks. 

All of the children with autism who participate during the concerts will receive sponsors 
who will donate a specified amount to Autism Speaks in honor of that child.  The child will 
receive a t-shirt to wear for the concert donning the business’ logo along with the “Keys to 
Autism” design.  In addition sponsors will be allocated a space for a banner at the venue.  To 
become a sponsor for the “Keys to Autism” concert, contact the Director of Communications, 
Amanda Smith. 
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