
This is an excerpt of my portion of a literature review for a group PR research proposal that was 

presented to our clients, The Downtown Writer’s Center of Syracuse, NY.   

Literature Review 

 Secondary Research on the Purpose and Use of Writing Programs 

 There are various perspectives on the helpfulness and purpose of writing programs similar to the 

Downtown Writers’ Center which can serve as: professional development, therapy, self-expression, social 

networking, etc. Although community members may not be aware of it, writing programs can be 

beneficial to themselves and their families.  According to a study by the National Council of English, one 

of the key elements in descriptions of writing classrooms is social interaction (Burns 2). Writing classes 

outside of an academic setting also have the potential to expand our views through socialization.  

According to Being Social, “When students choose the topics about which they write and the genres that 

they use, they will probably produce purposeful, meaningful pieces” (Burns 2). This has valuable 

implications for the use of writing centers in providing unique creative outlets to students and adults. 

Social interaction provides an opportunity to share feedback about writings and to generate more ideas. 

Writing can also serve therapeutic purposes.   

Programs such as the Downtown Writers Center will continue to face “the challenge that 

academic programs in creative writing face today…to meet a rapidly rising interest in the subject among 

both undergraduate and graduate students and to do so in broad and realistic ways that are not limited to 

the simple production of authors.” The purpose of writing programs and courses must meet the demands 

of not only future authors, but those interested in creative thinking and personal expressiveness, according 

to Roger Mitchel, Creative Writing Program Director at Indiana University Bloomington.  There is a 

considerable amount of literature that discusses the potential future of writing programs and the purpose 

they will serve. In “One Simple Word: From Creative Writing to Creative Writing Studies” Tim Mayers 

discusses how “rather than simply producing writers, creative writing courses and programs would be 

conceived as part of a more expansive project, incorporating practical knowledge of (and facility with) the 



composition of fiction, poetry, and other so-called creative genres into a more general intellectual 

framework concerning literacy itself.” 

There are several reasons that people take writing courses or go back to school to get there 

Master’s degree in Fine Arts. Eric Wyatt’s blog “To MFA or Not?” highlights several reasons: time to 

work on writing, focused learning, deadlines and expectations, working with other writers, experience and 

helpful criticism, a certificate or degree. The Gallery Cat, a publishing website, offers several alternatives 

to receive all these benefits without the expensive costs of a MFA program. Writers can start their own 

groups, take online courses, join low-residency creative writing program, enroll in community college, or 

take writing classes. 

Writing Centers in the United States 

There are few writing centers similar to the Downtown Writers Center.  The Muse Writers Center 

is located in Norfolk, Virginia.  The program offers classes in various forms for teens and adults in 

creative writing, non-fiction, improve comedy, cookbook writing and even blogging. The classes run 

between three and eight weeks long and are taught by published authors and working writers.  Class times 

vary from weekday evening to weekday mornings and weekends.  The program describes itself as a 

diverse community of writers from novice to experience writers looking for structure.  Many of the 

classes feature workshops that allow for works to be criticized by the group.  Students are expected to 

both produce work for group critique and to provide feedback on their peers’ works. 

Another similar program has existed for 35 years in Washington, The Writers Center.  General 

membership to this program costs $50, household memberships are $75.  Participants in their writing 

workshops are expected to attend every session, to share their own works and to complete writing 

prompts and reading assignments.  Levels range from beginners classes where basic tools of writing are 

covered to Master classes for writers working on manuscripts.   In addition to providing workshops to the 

community, they also host over 50 literary events each year featuring authors of local and national status.  



They are paired with the Maryland State Arts Council, Arts & Humanities council of Montgomery county 

and the National Endowment for the Arts.  They received financial assistance from the Cultural Alliance 

of Greater Washington’s Business Bureau and others.  

Downtown Writers Center 

 The Downtown Writers Center is the only non-profit organization bringing literary arts to Central 

New York. The DWC is a member of the YMCA National Writer’s Voice. The program is located in 

downtown Syracuse, NY.  Their literary series features 15-20 visiting authors each year that are free and 

open to the public.  They also hold 30-40 creative writing workshops each year, with classes available for 

all experience levels.  (Literary Tree)  The classes are offered throughout the year, with courses in a 

varying in poetry, fiction, memoir, drama, non-fiction and screenwriting.  Shortened summer courses are 

offered.  Fees for classes are reasonable and financial assistance is available when needed.   

According to a Syracuse.com article, the Downtown Writers’ Center has helped people remember 

difficult times in their life.  Peter McShane, a retired banker, graduated in the first class of the Center’s 

PRO writers program and finished two year worth of work on his book (Seely 1).  The article also points 

out that members of the Downtown Writers’ Center use it to network with other serious writers in the 

Syracuse area. The classes for the program included one-on-one tutorials, workshops and a course (Seely 

1).  According to the article, “the designers had two goals: To move each student toward a finished 

manuscript, and to build a community of writers that would continue after the classes ended” (Seely 1).  

Participants consistently agreed that the program gave them confidence in their art. Despite the lonely 

nature of the writing process, the PRO students worked off each other to improve their fiction and poetry.  

 Rosamond Gifford Lecture Series 

 According to the Onondaga County Public Library, the Rosamond Gifford Lecture Series is now 

the largest library-related lecture series in the country.  Their lectures have been enriching the Central 

New York community by presenting some of the best literary talent of our time to “entertain, delight and 



inform” their audience.  Known as the “Friends of Central Library [FOCL]” the Gifford Lecture Series 

contributes thousands of dollars to the Onondaga County Central Library to purchase new books and 

materials, and to support their adult and children’s programming.  Each year, the series features an 

extensive group of best-selling authors hosted by the Mulroy Civic Center Theaters at the OnCenter in 

Syracuse, NY.  According to the Gifford Lecture Series website, authors share stories of their works, 

personal lives and life experiences with a preceding question and answer session.  Tickets for the readings 

can be purchased on the Series’ website or at Ticketmaster and usually cost about $30.   Most recently, 

the program is featuring Jonathan Franzen whose novel “The Corrections” was picked up by Oprah 

Winfrey’s book club.    

http://www.the-muse.org/workshops.html   

http://writerscenter.tripod.com/dwc/id1.html 

http://www.writer.org/page.aspx?pid=929 

 

http://writerscenter.tripod.com/dwc/id1.html

