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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
VIRGIN RECORDS TO HOST BENEFIT CONCERT FOR AUTISM SPEAKS 

New York, New York, February 8, 2011— Virgin Records America is teaming up with Autism 
Speaks to put on a battle of the bands competition to raise awareness about autism.  The event 
will feature performances from bands who call Virgin Records their recording home, such as My 
Favorite Highway and 30 Seconds to Mars.  Joss Stone will be serving as the spokesperson for 
the campaign that will include concerts in four major cities: San Francisco, Chicago, New York, 
and Boston.  The four city tour will also feature a guest speaker, Temple Grandin, who recently 
became a household name after a documentary was made about her life with autism. 

The “Keys to Autism” concert tour will take place during the month of April, 2011, 
which is Autism Awareness Month.  Local children and their families will be invited to not only 
to attend the concerts each weekend, but also to participate on stage with the musicians.  The 
“winners” of the battle of the band competition will win memberships to local children’s summer 
camps and music programs.  “The slogan is inspired by everything that encompasses our vision 
at Autism Speaks,” said President of Autism Speaks, Mark Roithmayr. “We want every child to 
be seen as an individual and we want to find the keys to unlock their minds.” 

Autism Speaks is the country’s largest science and advocacy organization dedicated to 
understanding the causes, prevention, and treatment of autism.  Their collaboration with Virgin 
Records was inspired by all the children with autism who enjoy music and the arts.  “We really 
embrace the power of vision and passion,” said CEO of Virgin Records, Jason Flom. “We are 
excited to be supporting such a valuable cause and I think the tour will be a huge success.” 
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Tickets will be sold to community members who wish to attend the concert.  Children 
with autism who are selected to participate in the day’s activities will receive a sponsor. 
Sponsors will give a gift to Autism Speaks and will be treated as Virgin Records America 
honorary guests at the event.  Raffles and other activities throughout the day will make for a fun-
filled family experience. “This is going to be an incredible event,” said Joss Stone, spokesperson.  
“I am proud to be working with Virgin Records to support all the amazing work that Autism 
Speaks does for children with autism and their families. 

About Virgin Records 

Virgin Records America began in the early 1970’s as a small, independent label based in 
London. Today, it is a part of EMI Music Group, the third largest music company in the world.  
Virgin Records is home to a large array of artists such as Ben Harper, Lenny Kravits, and Daft 
Punk.  The company runs more than 60 labels in 46 countries around the world.  Virgin Records 
is dedicated to seeking and embracing artists who possess the talent, vision, and passion to create 
something new and impactful. For more information about Virgin Records America visit their 
webpage at www.virginrecords.com. 

About Autism Speaks 

 Autism Speaks is currently the largest non-profit healthcare agency in the United States.  
They raised over $69 million dollars to fund programs on research, awareness, advocacy and 
family service for children with autism and their families.  Autism Speaks gives grants to fund 
research projects such as the “Autism Genome Project” to study what genes put children at a 
disposition for autism.  Each year, they hold over 50 Walks for Autism across the United States 
and Canada.  For more information about Autism Speaks visit their webpage at 
www.autismspeaks.org. 
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